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Synopsis

Using the phrase method advocated by most language authorities as the fastest and most efficient
approach, this system for learning Russian will produce remarkable results, even if the student has
never studied a foreign language.Teacher-tested and -approved special features include: Two
dual-language CDs, with 90 minutes of recorded speech by native speakers. Each phrase and
sentence is spoken first in English and then in Russian, followed by a pause for
repetition.Convenient manual that contains a phonetic pronunciation guide and an index for locating
words and phrases.Perfect for people with limited study time, this is the ideal language course for
home study or with a portable CD player in a car, plane, or hotel room."Excellent . . . impresses me
as being among the very best on the market." & ” Mario Pei, former Professor of Romance

Languages, Columbia University
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Customer Reviews

Listen and Learn is usually a good series with real-life conversations, vocabulary, grammar and so
forth. For some reason, they decided not to update the Russian version, instead presenting a series
of tourist phrases from the 1980s that are apparently meant to be memorized by the listener. As
such it's useful as a last minute crash preparation for a visitor to Moscow but not much more. If they

updated, and followed their usual procedure, I'd recommend it.



The CD edition is a well-designed survival course in Russian for travellers. One speaker says a
phrase in English and a native Russian speaker says the phrase corresponding to this in Russian
with a pause for repetition. It uses the standard one repetition format and provides an excellent
choice of vocabulary and phrases, many of which you don’t get in other such courses. What | found
disappointing, however, was that the quality of the recording was so poor that it was very difficult to
pick out what the speakers were saying. | found it was like listening to an old-fashioned short wave
broadcast with lots of distortion. The distortion is bad enough to make the CD’s unusable for picking

up pronunciation details. It's too bad --- it would have been a useful product otherwise.

Very dated. No one in Russia has used the term "Comrade" since 1980-something. In the section
about calling the police, they use the term militia and militia man. Very dated terms that are no

longer used.

Purchased as a gift for my sister and she still uses it for reference often.

Very basic. | don’t recommend.

this order was a ripoff, no manual was provided with the discs which means it won’t be effective and

the discs will not be useful

| was very disappointed in this CD. It is so hard to understand the tranlators voice. He pronounces

his Russian in a very difficult manner.

To start with, this is not a course for beginners. The phrases are too long and too difficult.Second
thing, which is much more important, nobody speaks Russian like that anymore. I'm a native
Russian speaker and this is the Russian of the 50s. The course was created in 1956 or 1958 and
reviewed in 1980s. The review didn’t do much, if anything.Unless you study history of Russian as a

linguist, | do not recommend this book.
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